8                        SHORT STORIES
Rangappa later what it was he was saying to his
wife.
"When?"
"When you were taking her to the shrine.
I thought your lips were moving and you were
saying something to her."
"What am I to say to her ? You know these
girls. I told you long ago. Supposing I said
something, how was she to understand ?"
"That is, Ratna is not a grown-up girl like
Shakuntala. That is the trouble.'7
"It is the trouble/5 said Rangappa.
I understood that he had said something and
had received no response.
Going to the festival of lights, Rangappa was
full of spirits. Ratnamma lived in her uncle's
house. When Rangappa and his party went to
Ratna's house, the girl was standing in the garden
beside the house. You may be sure that she was
full of expectancy and that her heart went fast
when she heard the sound of the carriage. She
had seen Rangappa first when she was singing the
song about Krishna in my house. That was before
marriage. In the marriage, sitting on the wedding
seat, she had stolen, looks at him some few times
when she thought that no one was watching.